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Client Spotlight: Anthony Pizzi  
Anthony Pizzi grew up on the South Shore with his mom and brothers. As the 
younger sibling, Tony tried to keep up with an older crowd which soon led to 
trouble. Anthony was forced to leave school by his senior year. After hitting a 
personal low, Tony decided to take the first brave step towards recovery by 
entering himself into a detox center in Bridgewater. After a few months in the 
system, he moved to the Reflections Court Alternative Program where he had his 
first of many breakthroughs; “I started learning how to actually listen to people.” 
That winter, Tony was introduced to Project Place. Going in to what he assumed 
was a temporary work agency, he was pleasantly surprised by the warmth and 
acceptance he received on day one. The instructors in Work Ready class broke 
everything down and opened Anthony up to a new world. “They showed me how  
to draft a resume and taught me how to speak to people. They rebuilt me; mind, 
body and spirit. I gained confidence, I started raising my hand in class, and I got more 
involved in my own recovery.” After working with Project Place, Tony gained the 
skills he needed to obtain a job and the tools he needed to rebuild relationships with 
his family and true friends. 

 
Today, Anthony is two years sober and proudly sponsors other people in recovery. He continues to work with Project Place and other 
organizations by sharing his story, and has the full support of his family. Tony now has a full-time job and recently accepted a part-time 
counselor position at the Reflections CAP. 

“They rebuilt me; mind, body,  

and spirit.” 

11th Annual Valentine Brunch a huge success! 
 

On February 9th, over 400 friends and supporters of Project Place gathered for the 11th Annual 
Valentine Brunch at the InterContinental Hotel Boston, with former Channel 5 Meteorologist David 
Brown as the exciting Master of Ceremonies. The day began with a sensational and diverse silent auction 
that included a vacation package to Miami Beach, a Boston tavern tour, a trip to Martha’s Vineyard, a 
Dustin Pedroia signed baseball and much more. The Fund-A-Need, where supporters gave from their 
hearts to areas of need for Project Place clients, was preceded by a competitive live auction which 
included Celtic’s owner’s tickets, lunch for two with new Mayor of Boston Marty Walsh and tickets to 
Chicago and REO Speedwagon. Mayor Thomas Menino surprised guests by joining the festivities to 
reinforce his ongoing support of the organization, and brought with him a few live auction items to boost 
the fundraising efforts, including two tickets to this summer’s sold out Billy Joel concert at Fenway Park! 
 

Project Place supporters enjoyed performances by The Next Band and Either/Orchestra, a world renowned ten-piece band from Cambridge. 
Lead singer Chris Cote sang to the big band sound, getting people up and dancing before the day ended. As always, the event proved to be a 
success and guests went home knowing they had fun for a good cause. Overall the brunch raised $165,000 to benefit Project Place and its 
programs- the most ever raised at this signature event. 



HAPPENING AT 

 Special Visits 

PROJECT PLACE... 

Gimme Shelter! 

During the fall and winter, we hosted some notable friends 
of Project Place!  In September, Former Boston Mayor Tom 
Menino (right) was honored for “leading the way” in reducing long-

term and family homelessness in the city. Over 80 colleagues in the 

field to end homelessness were present to honor Mr. Mayor. Mayor 

Menino briefly spoke, and told the crowd to “never give up the fight” 

for affordable housing and comprehensive support for our most 

vulnerable and voiceless neighbors. Thank you, Mayor Menino for 

your 20+ years of service and friendship! 

In November, the Boston Real Estate Community held a benefit concert at Church, in the Fenway 

neighborhood, to support Project Place. Aaron Lippert & Band and Emergency Broadcast System 

rocked out to a crowd of over 100 people and raised over $5,000 to support the thousands of 

homeless men and women who benefit from job training and education and housing placement at  

Project Place.  Thank you to all who attended!  

In November, Governor Deval L. Patrick and his staffers visited Project Place to 
learn more about our transformative work and to meet our clients. Governor 
Patrick’s staff and Project Place clients participated in a mock job interview and in 
turn, staffers shared their paths to employment with the governor. All were treated 
to a lunch prepared by Governor Patrick and HomePlate (left), one of Project Place’s 
three Social Enterprises. 

Jack Gantos (right), an accomplished author and our neighbor in the South End, spoke 

to Project Place clients and friends about his life and second chances. Using his great 

sense of humor, Jack spoke honestly about his experiences before and after serving 

time in jail during his youth. Jack Gantos’ works include Hole in My Life, a memoir about 

his prior incarceration that won the Michael L. Printz and Robert F. Sibert honors. He is 

a National Book Award Finalist and a Newbery Medal Winner, awarded for his 

children's’ literature which includes the Rotten Ralph and Joey Pigza series. 
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Young Professionals Wanted! 

The Valentine Brunch would not be possible 
without the time, talents, and enthusiasm of 
a dedicated group of committee members 
and volunteers.  Thank you for all you do! 

Graphic Design/
Materials: 
Robert Pape 
Moth Design 
Sarah Carroll 
Hung Pham 
 
Volunteers: 
Ayme Krogstad 
Barbara Sweatt 
Charlotte Au 
Christine Ahlgren 
Cristal Martinez 
Eliza Laden Mauro 
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Even Laden Mauro 
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Laima Bobelis 
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Michelle Pyne 
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Raquel Crespo 
Regis College 
Ross Weintraub 
Sara Weintraub 
Sarah Argeropoulos 
Sarah Lehman 
Sarah Snider 
Tara Neary 
Teresa Raimondi 
Yingxia Wang 
 

Project Place Young Professionals (PPYP), formerly known as the 
Open Door Network, is looking for steering committee members to 
organize and execute our social fundraising events. We are open to 
all young, or young-at-heart, professionals willing to donate their 
time, energy and skills to support the mission of Project Place. Please 
email info@projectplace.org for more information and to apply. 
  
On Tuesday July 15 at 6:30pm, please join us for a night of fun  
and painting to support Project Place.  The event takes place at  
The Paint Bar, 248 Newbury Street in Boston. To register, please 
visit the Events Calendar for July at thepaintbar.com or call  
617-467-5777 
  
If you are interested in PYPP, please find us on Facebook  
and Twitter! 

Co-Chairs: 
Barry DeCosta and Karen Mahoney 



Community of Giving 
To all those who helped to make the 11th Annual Valentine Brunch a success,  

thank you from the bottom of our hearts! 

 
 
 
 

  

Jean Tempel 
 
Eastern Bank 
John Hancock Financial Services 
The Mahoney Family 
Rick and Nancy Kelleher 
VPNE Parking Solutions 
Anonymous 
 
Commerce Bank 
Price Waterhouse Coopers 
Myra Musicant and  
 Howard Cohen 
 
Taylor Consulting 

                   SPONSORS 

                   PROGRAM DONORS 

AUCTION ITEM DONORS 

Thank you! 

Aquitaine 
Boston Ballet 
Boston Bruins 
Boston Calling Music Festival 
Boston Red Sox 
Boston Symphony Orchestra 
Brian Urqhart 
Brix Wine Shop 
Capt’s Waterfront Bar and Grill 
Charles River Canoe and Kayak 
City Nails 
Coolidge Corner Theatre 
Davio’s 
Eastern Bank 
Etant Spa 
Granite Telecommunications 
Harpoon Brewery 
Hunt’s Photo and Video 
Huntington Theatre Company 
Hy-Line Cruises 
Improv Asylum 
Jillian’s/ Lucky Strike 
JJ Foley’s Café and Bar 
J Hillburn 
Joanne Chang 
Jody Pagliuca 
Linda Jean’s 

Live Nation 
The Dirks Family 
Maggiano’s Little Italy 
MASS MoCA 
Massachusetts Bay Lines 
Maureen McGarty 
Meat Market 
Miami Seaquarium 
Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams 
Mooo…. 
Mop Hair Salon 
New England Aquarium 
Krystina Nguyen 
Oars Lap of Luxury  
Office of the Mayor  
Panera Bread 
Paul Bucelwicz 
Peabody Essex Museum  
Picco 
Plimouth Plantation 
Polka Dog Bakery 
Red Dog Pet Resort and Spa 
Ritz-Carlton South Beach 
Rota Portrait Design 
Sam Adams Brewery 
Suzanne Schultz 
Sea Glass Fine Art 

Seiyo 
South End Athletic Co. 
Randi Siu 
Sorellina 
Sports Club/ LA in Boston 
Stowe Mountain Lodge 
Jim Stowe 
South Boston Yoga 
Suffolk Downs 
Teatro 
The Dockside Inn 
The Essex Resort and Spa 
The Fireplace Restaurant 
The Fours 
Tuscan Villa 
Tweed 
Vail Fucci 
Wells & Fox 
ZipCar 

Stuart Carpenter 
East Boston Savings Bank 
Vance and John Fernandez 
Bryan and Sylvia Riley 
Patricia Sweeney 
Anne Thomas 
Lisa Zenack 
 



On the evening of December 16, 2013 several Project Place staff members braved single-digit temperatures to participate in 
the Boston Continuum of Care’s effort, coordinated by the Emergency Shelter Commission. They joined 350 other 
volunteers to count the number of homeless individuals on the street with unmet needs for housing, shelter, and other 
services. Team Project Place canvassed the South End and aided a few homeless individuals in accessing shelter for the night.  

 Client of the Quarter: Kevin Canada 

When Kevin connected with Project Place, he was 
chronically homeless and in a period of extended 
unemployment. As an honorably-discharged 
member of the United States Army, he worked 
with Project Place’s veterans’ services to find 
housing while participating in our Work Ready 
class. Upon graduation, Kevin applied his positive 
attitude and strong work ethic to each of Project 
Place’s three social enterprises, working first for 
Clean Corners….Bright Hopes, and then in 
HomePlate and Project Pepsi. The City of Boston 
took note of his dedication and hired him to a 
temporary and seasonal position, which translated 
into an offer for full-time, permanent work. 
  
Within a year of graduating from Project Place, Kevin achieved his goal of securing an 
apartment. Kevin’s intentionality in his engagement with Project Place’s services and his 
tireless motivation to find permanent work left a strong impression on Project Place staff 
members and on his current employers. He is known to reach out to his peers to offer 
support and encouragement, both at Project Place and at his job at the City of Boston. 

  Boston’s 34th Annual Homeless Census 

Thank you to our funders and their generous trustees for the most recent 
grants and awards supporting Project Place programs and daily operations: 
 

To read a summary of the census’ findings, visit Boston Public 
Health Commission’s website.  

 

SAVE 
THE 

DATE! 
 

16th Annual Charity Golf 
Tournament! 
July 28, 2014 

 
9am shotgun start 

 
Bay Club  

at Mattapoisett 

PRIVATE COURSE! 

LUNCH! 
GAMES AND PRIZES! 

AWARDS! 

William P. Anderson Foundation 
The Beatrice Fox Auerbach Fund at the  
 Hartford Foundation for Public Giving 
Blue Hills Bank Charitable Foundation 
The Chickering Foundation 
East Boston Savings Bank 
Employment Retention Fund at The Boston 
 Foundation 
 

The Paul & Phyllis Fireman Charitable 
 Foundation 
Highland Street Foundation 
The Krupp Family Foundation 
The Lynch Foundation 
Project Bread 
The TJX Foundation 
The Yawkey Foundation 
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We welcome readers’ questions and   
comments, and are grateful for your    
interest and support. Letters may be    
submitted to: 
 Email: info@projectplace.org 
 Or: Newsletter 
 Project Place 
 1145 Washington Street 
 Boston, MA 02118 

 
 

Project Place is a supportive community 
that promotes hope and opportunity for 
homeless and low-income individuals by 
providing the skills, education and             
resources needed to obtain stable               
employment and housing. 

Executive Director: 
 Suzanne Kenney 
Director of Development: 
 Marcie Laden 
Director of Finance & Social Enterprise: 
 Frank Woods 
 
Newsletter Editors: 
 Andrew Malloy 
 Alexa Peyton  
 Alissa Weintraub 
  

Website: http://www.projectplace.org             
(p) 617-542-3740 (f) 617-542-3860 

Project Place 
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SAVE THE DATES!  

We’re on Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/ProjectPlaceBoston 

Project Place has a full calendar of events this spring 
and summer! For information contact development:                
617-542-3740 or info@projectplace.org. 
 

June 4, 2014 
Annual Meeting 
Project Place, 4:30-6pm 
 

July 15, 2014 
Young Professionals Fundraiser @ The Paint Bar 
248 Newbury Street, Boston 6:30-9pm 
 

July 28, 2014 
Project Place’s 16th Annual Charity Golf Tournament 
The Bay Club at Mattapoisett, 9am 
 

Tweet us! @Project_Place 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel: 
ProjectPlaceBoston 

Follow us! 


